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COMMENTARY | KEVIN FERRIS

GOP really, really likes Palin

On e of th e first 
e-m ails th at h it
th e in box last

Friday m ade referen ce to
h ow m uch  Sarah  Palin
looked like a youn g Sally
Field, star of th e over-
wrough t TV sh ow “Broth ers
& Sisters.” You rem em ber
last Friday, wh en  th e world
awoke to rum ors of Sarah ,
an d collect ively said,
Barack Wh o? (OK, m aybe
th at was 
just m e.)

So it  is fit t in g th at on e
week later, we m an gle an
overused quote from  th e
overwrough t ph ilosoph er/
actress to describe th e GOP
delegates’ att itude toward
th e Alaska govern or: Th ey
like h er. Th ey really, really
like h er.

Th ey like h er level of
experien ce for a VP can di-
date – bein g No. 2 in  an
adm in istrat ion  led by a
m an  with  decades of gov-
ern m en t, m ilitary an d
polit ical experien ce. Sh e
would break t ie votes in  th e
Sen ate, wh ich  th e world
h opes will in clude Obam a
an d Joe Biden  n ext year.
(OK, m aybe th at’s just m e.)

Th ey like h er record of
reform in g govern m en t, cut-
t in g taxes, an d h old in g
polit ician s accoun table as
both  govern or an d m ayor
of Wasilla. Th at’s th e town ,
form er Arkan sas Gov. Mike
Huckabee said Wedn esday
n igh t, wh ere sh e earn ed
m ore votes as a m ayoral

can didate th an  Biden
received in  h is run  for pres-
iden t.

Th ey like h er good-look-
in g, all-Am erican  fam ily.
Th e h an dsom e dad. Th e
son  in  th e Arm y wh o h eads
for Iraq n ext week. Th e
daugh ters (yes, even  th at
on e, m aybe especially th at
on e). Th e baby. Th e world ’s
m ost fam ous groom  to be.

Th ey like th at sh e’s run  a
busin ess. Th at sh e’s com -
fortable in  th e outdoors,
aroun d h un tin g, fish in g or
sn ow-m ach in e racin g. Th at
sh e can  talk kn owledgeably
about firearm s with  h er
Secret Service agen ts. Th at
sh e p layed basketball th en ;
th at sh e coach es it  n ow.
Th at sh e won  a beauty pag-
ean t th en , an d probably
st ill cou ld n ow. (OK, m aybe
th at last on e is just m e.)

Th ey like th at sh e’s been
on  th e PTA. Th at sh e’s a
h ockey m om . Th at sh e
m ade h ockey m om s cool
with  on e ad lib on  p it  bu lls
an d lipst ick. Th at sh e
seem s m ore like th em  th an
an y oth er n ation al-t icket
con ten der in  m em ory.

Th ey like h avin g a pro-
life can didate wh o walks
th e walk.

Th ey like th e en th usiasm
th at Palin  h as gen erated
am on g th e party faith fu l.
Th e in creased n um bers of
calls from  poten tial volun -
teers an d don ors.

Th ey like h er acceptan ce
speech . Well, th ey love h er
acceptan ce speech . It

sh owed th at sh e could be
tough  yet good-h um ored,
wh eth er on  offen se again st
h er polit ical oppon en ts or
in  defen se of h erself an d
h er fam ily. Th ey like h er
love of th e people in  sm all-
town  Am erica.

Th ey like th at sh e
sh owed h er stren gth s in
som e policy areas, such  as
reform  an d en ergy, an d
th at sh e’s ready to tackle
oth ers, in cludin g foreign
policy. Th at sh e m ade it
p lain  th ere’s a p lace in
Wash in gton  for som eon e
from  outside th e Beltway –
especially som eon e way,
way outside th e Beltway.

Th ey like th e ph rase sh e
uses to describe h ow elect-
ed officials sh ould
approach  th eir jobs: with  a
servan t’s h eart. An d th ey
were m oved to tears by h er
prom ise to be an  advocate
in  th e Wh ite House for
fam ilies with  special-n eeds
ch ildren .

Th ey even  like th e m edia.
Maybe th at’s goin g too far.
How about, th ey appreciate
th e iron y of on e question
th ey’ve h eard n on stop th is
week: Is th is person  quali-
fied to be presiden t?

■ Kevin Ferris is commentary
page editor of t he Phila-
delphia Inquirer. Readers may
write to him at : Philadelphia
Inquirer, P.O. Box 8263,
Philadelphia, Pa. 19101, or
by e-mail at  kf@philly
news.com.
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Scoring McCain ’s speech

I m agin e th e pressure:
Joh n  McCain
approach ed th e podium

Th ursday n igh t kn owin g th at
h e risked lookin g like a seri-
ous drag on  Sarah  Palin ’s
t icket. Sh e was th at good
wh en  sh e spoke th e n igh t
before.

In  h is own  address, McCain
sh owed th at, as an  orator,
h e’s n o Barack Obam a. He’s
n o Sarah  Palin . But in  a
h eartfelt  address h e did re-
establish  h is cred: Th is m an
can  serve capably as presi-
den t, as com m an der in  ch ief.

McCain  proved an ew in  h is
address to th e Republican
Nation al Con ven tion  th at
h e’s m ore a form idable pres-
en ce th an  a gifted speaker.

His un adorn ed appeals to
duty, service an d h on or sliced
th rough  th e over-strategized
art ifices of m odern  cam -
paign in g. Non e of us h as to
agree with  or even  like
McCain . But few of us can
doubt th at h e m ean s wh at h e
says wh en  h e talks to
Am erica. “I will reach  out m y
h an d to an yon e to h elp m e
get th is coun try m ovin g
again ,” h e said Th ursday
n igh t. “I h ave th at record
an d th e scars to prove it .
Sen ator Obam a does n ot.”

On e outstan din g th in g we
h eard from  McCain  an d n ot
from  Obam a: can dor about
h is own  party’s failin gs.
McCain  told Republican s th at
th ey h ave con tributed to
Wash in gton ’s m alaise. “We
were elected to ch an ge
Wash in gton , an d we let
Wash in gton  ch an ge us. We
lost th e trust of th e Am erican
people wh en  som e Repub-
lican s gave in  to th e tem pta-
t ion s of corruption . ... We
lost th eir trust wh en  we val-
ued our power over our prin -
cip les. We’re goin g to ch an ge
th at.”

He also said som eth in g
th at was m usic to our ears:
“Education  is th e civil righ ts
issue of th is cen tury.” He
explain ed, in  very specific
term s, h ow h e will sh ake up
failed sch ool bureaucracies,

create com petit ion  for public
sch ools, em power paren ts
with  ch oice, reward good
teach ers – “an d h elp bad
teach ers fin d an oth er lin e 
of work.”

Obam a n eeds to be pressed
on  education  reform
th rough out th is cam paign .

McCain  stole a page from
th e Dem ocrats, speakin g at
len gth  about th e econ om ic
pain s of m an y Am erican s.
An d, refresh in gly, h e didn ’t
blam e Dem ocrats alon e for
th e n ation ’s ills. He blam ed
everybody in  power. Leave it
to oth ers to poin t out th at
Con gress un der th e oth er
party’s leadersh ip h as an
approval rat in g wallowin g at
18 percen t.

He didn ’t  question  th e
patriot ism  of Dem ocrats or
th eir desire to defen d th is
coun try. He m ade a firm  case
th at h e is prepared to do so.
An d h e repeated h is well-
kn own  pledge of allegian ce –
th at h e would rath er lose an
elect ion  th an  see h is coun try
lose a war.

Both  McCain  an d Obam a
are run n in g again st
Wash in gton . Th eir speech es,
th ough , d ist in guish  th e rem e-
dies th ey prescribe. Obam a
sees Wash in gton  as un re-
spon sive: He suggests th at
un der h is Wh ite House, th e
federal govern m en t would
take on  th e m an y problem s
h e ch ron icled at len gth  in  h is
speech , in cludin g addict ion
to oil, failin g sch ools an d
h ealth  care. He would spen d
m ore, but h is Wash in gton
would resolve th ose
problem s.

McCain  portrayed today’s
Wash in gton  as m e-first-ism
in carn ate, a p lace wh ere too
m an y polit ician s ask wh at
th eir coun try can  do for
th em  an d th eir pet con -
st ituen cies. McCain  wan ts a
lean er Wash in gton  th at
in vites cit izen s to ask wh at
th ey can  do for th eir coun try
– a govern m en t th at can
“stan d at your side an d n ot
in  your way.”

Hail to
Corning 

City Council

H ail to th e Corn in g
City Coun cil for
raisin g th e sen ior

cit izen ’s tax exem ption  level.
For m an y elderly people

on  fixed in com es, tax breaks
like th ose
provided by
th e coun cil
m ean  th e
differen ce
between
keepin g – or
losin g –
th eir h om es.

Of course,
Gov. David
Paterson ’s

proposed 4 percen t cap on
an y local tax in crease would
h elp even  m ore, if on ly th e
state Legislature would real-
ize it .

To h ave such  a proposal
bott led up in  Alban y is a d is-
grace, because it  would
apply to all govern m en tal
en tit ies wh ich  levy local
property taxes. An d part icu-
larly, it  would rein  in  sch ool
spen din g wh ere, in  m an y
areas, th e in creases in  th at
spen din g category are astro-
n om ical.

But th e educat ion  lobby,
backed up by its allies in  th e
h ealth  busin ess, h ave m an -
aged to quash  th e p lan
for n ow.

Th at’s just an oth er case of
a well-h eeled lobby buyin g
th e votes it  n eeds to stop a
proposal it  does n ot like.

Too bad th e taxpayer
ran ks so low wh en  th at type
of legislat ion  is bein g
discussed.

• • •
Got an  in terestin g e-m ail

from  Jared Sm ith , spokesm an
for th e Eric Massa con gres-
sion al cam paign .

We see, day after day,
Ran dy Kuh l’s TV ad pro-
claim in g h e’s th e on ly per-
son  in  Wash in gton  wh o
wan ts to drill for n ew oil –
an d do it  n ow.

Th e fact th at it  will take a
decade for th at n ew oil to
m ake it  to your gas pum p is
som eth in g Ran dy con ve-
n ien tly n eglects to m en tion
an d h e wan ts House Speaker
Nan cy Pelosi to recall
Con gress to deal with  h is
cam paign .

Sorry, old frien d, but
Art icle 2, Section  3 of th e
U.S. Con stitu t ion  specifies
th at th e on ly person  wh o
can  recall Con gress is th e
presiden t.

So th e n ext t im e you’re
gett in g orders from  George
Bush  an d Joh n  McCain , you
m igh t ask h im  about th e
recall.

• • •
Jared also tells m e Kuh l

h as voted again st in vestin g
in  ren ewable en ergy n in e
tim es in  th e past four years,

Note, by th e way, th at
wh en  Ran dy took office, gas
was goin g for $1.96 per gal-
lon . Com pare th at to th e
ch un k a gallon  n ow takes
out of your wallet.

Furth er, h e says oil, gas
an d en ergy com pan ies h ave
given  our con gressm an  m ore
th an  $65,000 sin ce h e’s been
in  th e office. Kuh l, in  turn ,
h as voted for $14.5 billion
in  tax giveaways for Big Oil.

I’m  n ot suggestin g th at
th ere’s eviden ce of an y deal
h ere. Merely poin t in g out
n um bers th at are extrem ely
in terest in g.

Especially if you ’re at all
in terested in  reform in g
Wash in gton .

■ Bob Rolfe, a ret ired Leader
reporter/ editor (1965-2002) ,
can be reached at  t heinsider1
@aol.com or writ e c/ o The
Leader, P.O. Box 1017,
Corning, N.Y., 14830. He is
also periodic co-host  of t he
“Coleman & Co.” public affairs
TV program, which airs at  
10 a.m. and 10 p.m. Sundays
on W ETM.2.
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Read 
City Beat

Sundays, on ly
in  The Leader

Groan
Republican  presiden tial

n om in ee Joh n  McCain  th rew
th e world a
curve ball a cou-
ple weeks ago
wh en  h e n am ed

Alaska Govern or Sarah  Palin
h is vice presiden tial can di-
date.

Palin  is a risin g star in
Alaska polit ics, but isn ’t  a
h ouseh old n am e in  th e 
lower 48.

Th e m edia’s kn owledge
pool about Palin  was pretty
sh allow, so th ey h ad to p lay
som e catch -up. Palin  stories
filled both  th e prin t an d th e
electron ic m edia.

McCain , Palin  an d th e
Republican  party com plain ed
th at th e “liberal” m edia were
pilin g on  Palin . Som e even
said th e coverage of Palin  was
sexist.

It ’s a good strategy for th e
Republican s. Un fortun ately
for th em , it ’s just n ot true.

Th e m edia h as a respon si-
bility to fin d out as m uch  as
possible about Palin ’s records
an d h er ph ilosoph y. After all,
th is wom an  would be n ext in
lin e for th e presiden cy. Voters
deserve to kn ow wh o th ey’re
votin g for.

Sin ce Palin ’s breakth rough
speech  last week, sh e’s cap-
tured th e n ation al con scious-
n ess. Is it  so surprisin g th at
journ alists are actually writ-
in g about som eth in g th at
people are in terested in ? 

Have th ere been  som e sto-
ries th at h ave crossed th e lin e
of decen cy an d descen ded
in to eith er ch aracter assassi-
n ation  or  tabloid journ al-
ism ? Absolutely.

But th e bu lk of th e report-
in g h as been  fair, if excessive
in  volum e. Most of th e in ap-
propriate report in g h as been
don e by frin ge blogs, n ot
m ain stream  m edia.

Here’s h opin g th e m edia
con tin ues to do it ’s job
regardin g n ot on ly Palin , but
also McCain , Obam a an d
Biden  as Novem ber
approach es.

Grin
Eric Massa, Dem ocrat ic

ch allen ger for th e 29th
Con gression al
District, grabbed
wh at is com -
m on ly kn own
as th e th ird rail

of Am erican  polit ics: Social
Security.

Massa released h is p lan  th is
week for savin g Social
Security.

U.S. Rep. Joh n  R. “Ran dy”
Kuh l was qu ick to respon d,
rem in din g voters of Kuh l’s
own  efforts to overh aul th e
Social Security system .

Kuh l an d Massa deserve
praise n ot for th eir prospec-
t ive p lan s, th e m erits of
wh ich  are up to voters to
decide, but for talkin g about
th e topic at all.

With  a coun try en tren ch ed
in  a five-year old war abroad
an d econ om ic woes at h om e,
it  would be easy for polit i-
cian s to ign ore th is volat ile
topic. Th is year it ’s certain ly
n ot a subject at th e fore of
m ost voters’ m in ds.

It  is, h owever, a problem
th at n eeds to be addressed
soon . Predict ion s differ on
exactly wh en  th e Social
Security system  will go ban k-
rupt, but m ost experts agree
th e system  can   n ot sustain
itself in  its curren t form
m uch  lon ger.

Massa said th ere are
135,000 residen ts of th e 29th
Con gression al District wh o
receive Social Security ben e-
fits. It ’s in cum ben t on  our
elected officials to m ake sure
th e program  th ey paid in to is
th ere for th em  wh en  th ey
n eed it .

New ru le a t rip le-bogey blun der

I n  10 years on  th e U.S.
wom en ’s profession al
golf tour, South

Korean  Se Ri Pak h as won
20 tourn am en ts an d m ore
th an  $10 m illion . Her
En glish  isn ’t  n early as good
as h er tee sh ot, but you’d
th in k h er ath let ic perform -
an ce would speak for itself.
Not in  th e LPGA.

Last m on th , th e LPGA
Tour told its p layers to
brush  up on  th eir En glish
or risk suspen sion , begin -
n in g in  2009. Lan guage bar-
riers h am per players’ ability
to in teract with  fan s,
reporters an d especially
spon sors, LPGA officials say.
Th at m akes it  h ard for th e
LPGA to m arket its tourn a-
m en ts an d its p layers.

Som e people suspect
darker m otives. Th e South
Korean  n ews agen cy
Yon h ap said th e act ion
“raises suspicion s th at it  is
targetin g Korean  p layers,”
sin ce 45 of th e LPGA’s 121
in tern ation al p layers are
South  Korean . Th e ru le was
decried as xen oph obic, d is-
crim in atory, n at ivist an d
just p lain  sn obby. In  fact, it
was n oth in g m ore th an  a
bon eh eaded public rela-
t ion s m ove.

True, th e ran ks of profes-
sion al sports are filled with
players wh o speak oth er

lan guages, an d n o oth er
league h as seen  a n eed to
in sist on  En glish  proficien -
cy. Un like th ose wh o p lay
baseball, basketball or ten -
n is for a livin g, th ough ,
profession al golfers are
obliged to h elp prom ote
th eir sport by p layin g pro-
am  even ts with  poten tial
spon sors. Th e h ope is th at
a corporate big sh ot with  a
12 h an dicap m igh t be
m oved to write a big ch eck
after p layin g a roun d alon g-
side a ch arm in g profession -
al. But gett in g your butt
kicked by a wom an  wh o
barely speaks for 18 h oles
can  be a real buzz kill.

Th e LPGA surely d idn ’t
set out to alien ate th e for-
eign  p layers wh o are key to
its fu ture. On ly two of th e
top 20 wom en ’s p layers are
Am erican s; seven  are
Korean . Th e No. 1 p layer,
Loren a Och oa, is from
Mexico. Asian  p layers h ave
won  seven  of 24 tour
even ts th is year, an d 27 of
th e last 32 m ajors h ave
been  won  by foreign ers.
Most of th em , by th e way,
speak En glish , an d n ot
because th e LPGA told
th em  to. Th ey kn ow th at
speakin g En glish  is key to
gett in g in dividual spon sors
or en dorsem en t deals. Th ey
also un derstan d th at th e

LPGA is h urt in g for fan s
an d spon sors. So th ey did-
n ’t  m in d bein g told to learn
En glish  so m uch  as th ey
m in ded bein g told to h urry
up about it  or else.

You can ’t  blam e th em  for
th at, or for feelin g th ere’s
som eth in g of a double stan -
dard at work. Th e LPGA
h olds even ts in  Mexico an d
Fran ce, an d n ext year will
p lay in  Sin gapore, Ch in a,
Korea, Th ailan d an d Japan ,
but n obody h as suggested
th e En glish -speakin g p lay-
ers m igh t ben efit  from  a
rudim en tary com m an d of
an y oth er lan guage. An d
Korean  TV is th e LPGA’s
biggest sin gle source of
in com e, accordin g to Golf
In tern ation al.

Man y fan s in sist in dig-
n an tly th at golf is about
th e score, period. But pro-
fession al golf is also a busi-
n ess – som eth in g th e p lay-
ers seem  to get, despite th e
LPGA’s clum sy h an dlin g of
th e situat ion . Notin g th at
th e South  Korean  p layers
h ave taken  h om e an  awfu l
lot of prize m on ey lately,
Pak – wh o h as won  five
m ajors – allowed th at it ’s
polite to th an k th e spon sor
in  th e n ative ton gue.

“Wh en  you win ,” sh e
says, “you sh ould give your
speech  in  En glish .”
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