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There’s a huge
difference
between Weeks,
Big 3 chairmen

■ Joe Dunning is managing
editor for The Leader. 
He can be reached at
jdunning@the-leader.com or
936-4651, Ext . 362. 

C orn in g In c. CEO
Wen dell Weeks took
a sh ot durin g h is

press con feren ce Th ursday for
takin g a com pan y jet to
Wash in gton  to m eet with
Presiden t Barack Obam a.

Th e rem ark
cam e from  a
ph otogra-
ph er, of all
people, wh o
are usually
paid to take
pictures an d
keep quiet.
But n ot th is
guy, wh o is a
veteran  in

th e busin ess but h as a well-
earn ed reputat ion  for bein g,
well, un likable.

Weeks, wh o was beam in g
with  pride th at Corn in g In c.
was bein g con sulted by Oba-
m a, began  th e press con fer-
en ce by sayin g h is office was
called by th e Wh ite House a
day in  advan ce to be in
Wash in gton  on  Wedn esday.

Th e ph otograph er, wh o was
sit t in g just a few feet from
Weeks, p iped up with : “I
guess th at m ean s you didn ’t
h ave th e t im e to take a com -
m ercial fligh t th en ?” or words
to th at effect.

Th e room  wen t silen t an d
Weeks just lowered an d
sh ook h is h ead dism issively.

A reporter’s question  posed
to Weeks about m eetin g
Obam a quickly put th e press
con feren ce – wh ich  Weeks
was un der n o obligat ion  to
give – back on  track.

But it ’s worth  poin t in g out
th at Weeks’ trip  to Wash in g-
ton  was n oth in g like th at of
th e ch airm en  of th e Big 3
auto m akers wh o got ripped,
an d righ t ly so, for takin g
com pan y jets to appear
before Con gress a few
m on th s ago. Th e Big 3 bosses
were askin g for a taxpayer-
fun ded bailout wh ereas
Weeks was assist in g on  a
n ation al econ om ic p lan .

Big d ifferen ce.
• • •

Weeks was th e first act ive
Corn in g In c. CEO to m eet
with  a presiden t in  qu ite
som e t im e. Th e last was Jam ie
Hough ton  wh en  h e was
n am ed to th e Nation al Skills
Stan dard Board by Presiden t
Bill Clin ton , sources say.

Of course Am o Hough ton
m et with  several presiden ts,
but th at was wh ile h e was a
con gressm en  an d n ot th e
com pan y’s CEO. On e excep-
t ion , Am o told m e, was wh en
h e m et with  Presiden t Joh n  F.
Ken n edy back in  1962, about
two years before h e was
n am ed presiden t of th e 
glassworks.

• • •
Wasn ’t  th e in ten t of Gov.

David Paterson  com in g out in
Decem ber with  h is proposed
budget to give legislators t im e
to work th rough  it?

Well, h ere we are in  Febru-
ary an d th e state Legislature
h asn ’t  yet don e a th in g about
th e budget an d th e h uge
deficit  th e state faces.

Th e Sen ate is just gett in g
organ ized after Dem ocrats
assum ed con trol an d h as yet
to take up an y busin ess. In
gen eral, Alban y lawm akers
appear to be sim ply wait in g
to see h ow m uch  th e state
will get in  th e federal st im u-
lus package before m akin g
an y fin an cial decision s.

Th e con cern  h ere is th at
lawm akers will use as m uch
federal m on ey as possible to
bridge th e budget gap with out
m akin g th e cuts n ecessary to
righ t-size state spen din g. If
allowed, state lawm akers will
take th e easy way out rath er
th an  m ake th e tough  deci-
sion s th ey all prom ised prior
to th e Novem ber election s.
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ARTIST’S VIEWGood m ove on
Guan tanam o

COMMENTARY | U.S. REP. ERIC MASSA

A time for action
O n  Mon day, it  was

an n oun ced th at
m ore th an  71,000

jobs were bein g cut n at ion -
wide. On  Tuesday, it  was
an n oun ced th at Corn in g
In c. h ad n o ch oice but to
lay off an oth er 3,500 work-
ers. On  Wedn esday, I voted
for th e Am erican  Recovery
an d Rein vestm en t Act, th e
econ om ic st im ulus pack-
age, because we can n ot
allow our recession  to
deepen  with out takin g bold
action  to stem  th ese losses.

An  econ om y th at works
results in  a coun try th at
works. Doin g n oth in g
wh ile our econ om y sh uts
down  would put us in to
record un em ploym en t lev-
els.  I took an  oath  to pro-
tect an d defen d our n ation ,
an d I refused to stan d id le
at th e m om en t of tru th .
Wh ile I h ave listen ed to
th e voices of opposit ion  on
th is issue, I kn ow th at
doin g n oth in g would h ave
been  n egligen t. I stan d
again st deficit  spen din g
un less we are in  a n ation al
em ergen cy – we are in  a
n ation al em ergen cy.

Th is is an  opin ion  sh ared
by h un dreds of leadin g
econ om ists, busin ess lead-
ers an d organ izat ion s
aroun d th e coun try in clud-
in g Paul Krugm an , win n er
of th e Nobel Prize in
Econ om ics. Even  Joh n
McCain ’s form er econ om ic
adviser, Mark Zan di, sup-
ported th is p lan  because
stren gth en in g our econ om y
sh ould n ot be a part isan
issue.

Th e st im ulus package will
provide h un dreds of m il-
lion s of dollars for in vest-
m en t in  th e 29th  Con gres-
sion al District  at a t im e
wh en  we n eed it  th e m ost.
In vestin g in  education ,
in frastructure, affordable
h ousin g an d water projects
is an  im portan t step in  n ot
on ly creatin g n ew jobs for

our d istrict , but also in  pro-
tect in g our exist in g jobs.  

Specifically for education ,
th e st im ulus bill in cludes
two-year boosts of $2.4
m illion  for th e Corn in g
City Sch ool District, $7.5
m illion  for th e Elm ira City
Sch ool District, $1.6 m il-
lion  for th e Olean  City
Sch ool District, $1.8 m il-
lion  for th e Horn ell City
Sch ool District, an d 
$1.5 m illion  for th e
Can an daigua City Sch ool
District. Th ere are specific
figures for every sch ool d is-
trict  available on  th e
In tern et as well.

In  th e 29th  Con gression -
al District  alon e, th is p lan
will also in vest:

■ $95,710,930 for h igh er
education  sch ool con struc-
t ion . 

■ $163,816,000 for
Departm en t of Tran spor-
tat ion  in frastructure.

■ $17,550,000 for NYS
Th ruway in frastructure.

■ $11,100,000 for waste
water in frastructure.

■ $35,000,000 for clean
water projects.

■ $4,175,000 for state
parks.

■ $51,373,100 for afford-
able h ousin g an d com m un i-
ty econ om ic developm en t.

We n eed to rebuild
Am erica, recom m it our-
selves to fun din g public
education , an d jum pstart
our econ om y by putt in g
Am erica back to work.
With  over a 7.2 percen t
Decem ber n ation wide
un em ploym en t rate an d an
8.5 percen t un em ploym en t
rate in  Steuben  Coun ty,
n ow is th e t im e to act.  

Man y skeptics h ave cited
th e failures of th e TARP
fun ds in  th eir attacks on
th e econ om ic st im ulus, so I
wan t to be very clear on  a
n um ber of th e differen ces.
TARP spen din g, or th e Wall
Street bailout as it ’s becom e
kn own , was passed before I

was sworn  in to office. I
opposed TARP durin g th e
cam paign  an d recen tly
voted to block an y furth er
spen din g th rough  th is pro-
gram  because th ere was n ot
en ough  accoun tability or
tran sparen cy. Wh en  it  was
revealed th at AIG was giv-
in g out $450 m illion  in
bon uses to th eir failed
executives wh ile receivin g
TARP fun ds, th ose of us
th at opposed th e program
were proven  righ t.

Th e st im ulus package is
crit ical to gett in g Am erica
back to work. Th is bill h as
several key m ain  com po-
n en ts. First, th is p lan  will
provide th e fun ds to create
an d protect 3 m illion  to 4
m illion  jobs n ation wide,
in cludin g h un dreds of
th ousan ds in  th e education
sector. 

Next, th is p lan  will give
sign ifican t tax cuts to
workin g Am erican s,
because we can n ot ask m id-
dle-in com e Am erican s to
bear th e fu ll burden  of th is
recession .

Fin ally, un like th e TARP
plan , th e st im ulus package
h as un preceden ted levels of
tran sparen cy. In  fact, on ce
it  is com pleted an d sign ed
in to law, you will literally
be able to go on  th e
In tern et an d read wh ere
th e m on ey is bein g spen t,
lin e by lin e. 

Th is is George W. Bush ’s
recession  but it  is our task
to correct course.  By vot-
in g to support th e econ om -
ic st im ulus p lan , I took
action  to stren gth en  our
econ om y an d h elp
Am erican  fam ilies.

■ U.S. Rep. Eric Massa, 

D-Corning, represents the

29th Congressional Dist rict .
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A list  of our
national problems

TO THE EDITOR | I h ave
reduced our n ation al prob-
lem s to 16 item s:

1 . Oil lobby sabotagin g
electric car research .

2 . Religious Righ t gum -
m in g th in gs up.

3 . ABA-CIA-MOSSAD-
Syn dicate Ban kers based in
Elm ira gett in g away with
m urder.

4 . Greed an d corruption
on  Wall Street.

5 . Put th e Suprem e Court
on  C-SPAN.

6 . Elect all Federal Judges
in  10-year staggered in ter-
vals so Syn dicate can ’t  cor-
rupt th em .

7 . Nation al Health
In suran ce.

8 . Nation alize th e Federal
Reserve like Lin coln  d id
an d pay off all debt.

9 . Lim it federal an d state
in com e taxes to & percen t
in cludin g ch urch es an d
NGO’s (elim in ate or keep an

eye on  m on ey laun derin g).
10 . Establish  th e depart-

m en t of Love an d Carin g in
Elm ira, N.Y. (Cabin et Level
Departm en t) to fin d run
aways an d m issin g people,
h elp dysfun ction al fam ilies
an d busin esses, an d fin d
street people first loves com -
plete with  Orph an age, etc.

11 . Legalize drugs FDA
approved p ills, sold
th rough  psych iatrists’ pre-
scrip t ion , DEA en force-
m en t. No m ore bad dope
m urders.

12 . 10 year workin g
am n esty for illegal alien s,
th en  cit izen sh ip is n o
felon y con vict ion s.

13 . En ergy, acid rain , an d
CO2 con den ser research
fun din g for coal power
plan ts. Navy run  n uclear
power p lan ts with  DOD
Civilian  assist. Store m illed
an d refin ed n uclear waste
in  in destruct ible 38,000 psi
com pression  an d 100,000
psi ten sile glass lead lin ed
balls with  borosilicate in n er

bulb at Yucca Mt. for fu ture
Fusion  Reactor in cin erat ion
or lon g storage or sh oot
in to th e sun  rocket sh ots.

14 . Can adian  style bars
wh ere ch ildren  are allowed
in . A good barten der will
report stray ch ildren  with -
out paren ts an d drin kin g to
social services. Breath alyzer
tests on  spot with  Miran da
righ ts read for DWI tests.
18 year drin kin g age.

15 . Legalize prost itu t ion
an d gam blin g.

16 . Develop electric pro-
peller glass an d con crete
tube bullet train s on  old
train  or In terstate High way
righ t-of-ways for m ass
tran sportat ion . Dr. Foa-RPI
1960 in ven tion .

P.S. Bill Clin ton  sh ould
be secretary of th e UN to
clean  up th at m ess an d
en force its laws.

Richard H. Tomb
Corning

We need to do better

T h e sweep of Illin ois
govern m en t’s first
190 years in cluded a

pan oply of servan ts an d
scoun drels elected to lead.
Most survived th eir term s or
died tryin g. But com e 2009,
th e breath takin g abuses of
Rod Blagojevich , crim in al
defen dan t an d form er gover-
n or, so st irred public passion s
th at Illin ois lawm akers h ad
n o ch oice but to expel h im .

Th is was n ot, th ough , th e
curat ive rem oval of on e
rogue tum or from  an  oth er-
wise robust body polit ic.
We’re a sick state, stricken  as
m uch  today as yesterday by
th e Illin ois cu lture of polit ical
sleaze. For lawm akers wh o
despised h im , am putat in g
on e frien dless govern or was
easy: He was defian t, a bum -
bler – an d in disputably d is-
h on est.

Th e un com fortable truth ,
th ough , is th at h is disgustin g
story is as m uch  about th e rest
of us as it is about h im . Wh ich
con fron ts th e people of Illin ois
with  th ree question s:

■ Years from  n ow, will th e
defrockin g of Blagojevich  be
ren own ed for provokin g a
course correct ion  in  th e h is-
tory of th is state?

■ Or is th is a m om en tous
even t wh ose repercussion s
won ’t last past ... th e
m om en t?

■ An d th e clin ch er: How
can  each  of us m ake
Th ursday tru ly h istoric – n ot
som e footn ote to our cu lture
of polit ical sleaze?

Look at wh at Illin ois h as to
sh ow for its last 10 years of
scan dal.

Neith er m ajor polit ical
party stan ds tall.

A Republican  govern or,
George Ryan , wen t from  th e
Stateh ouse to th e Big House:
Th e fou l cloud of corruption
th at en veloped Ryan  an d h is
ph on y claim s of in n ocen ce
restricted h im  to on e term  as
ch ief executive. He kn ew bet-
ter th an  to ask voters for a
secon d term . A federal jury
did th e rest.

Next cam e a Dem ocratic
govern or, elected in  2002 on
h is prom ise to “en d busin ess
as usual.” He didn ’t – but you
couldn ’t d iscern  th at from  th e
beh avior of h is party’s swells:

By 2006, wh en  Blagojevich
sough t re-elect ion , h is frien d
an d fun draiser An toin  “Ton y”
Rezko h ad been  ch arged in  a
24-coun t corruption  in dict-
m en t – in cludin g allegation s
th at h e h ad sough t kickbacks
for th e govern or’s cam paign
fun d an d h ad used th e gover-
n or’s office to p lan t opera-
t ives in  state posit ion s of
in fluen ce. In vestigators were
probin g illicit  state h irin g,
d iversion  of pen sion  in vest-
m en ts in  exch an ge for polit i-
cal con tribut ion s, th e award-
in g of state con tracts, a m ys-
terious $1,500 ch eck m ade
out to th e govern or’s th en  7-
year-old daugh ter by a m an
wh ose wife h ad just lan ded a
state job after failin g a h irin g

exam  ... an d on  an d on .
Yet th e state’s Dem ocrat ic

leaders rallied aroun d
Blagojevich . Th ey looked
askan ce as th e scam ster spen t
m illion s of dollars n ot just to
sm ear h is GOP oppon en t,
Judy Baar Topin ka, but to
in cessan tly portray h er as
h um an  trash .

A St. Louis Post-Dispatch
pollster foun d th at 78 per-
cen t of Illin ois voters kn ew
about Rezko’s problem s – an d
on ly 37 percen t said th ey
believed Blagojevich  wh en  h e
said h e didn ’t  kn ow about
Rezko’s alleged illegal acts.
Yet Blagojevich  led Topin ka
47 to 38 percen t in  th at poll.
How so? “Th ey’re basically
callin g (Blagojevich ) a liar,
but th ey’re st ill goin g to vote
for h im ,” Research  2000 poll-
ster Del Ali told th e Post-
Dispatch.

Do you rem em ber all th ose
h on orable Dem ocratic leaders
den oun cin g Blagojevich ’s
bold h ypocrisy? Crit icizin g
h is perpetuation  of busin ess
as usual in  Illin ois? Tellin g
voters to th in k seriously
about h ow th ey in vest th eir
votes?

Neith er do we.
Blagojevich  rem in ded state

sen ators Th ursday of “th e
th in gs all of us in  polit ics
do.” Th ere was n oth in g crim -
in al about h is act ion s, n oth -
in g wron g with  h is exercise
of judgm en t – or, by im plica-
t ion , th eirs. “Zero. ... I d idn ’t
do an yth in g wron g!”

By a vote of 59-0, th e sen a-
tors – m an y of wh om  h ad
en abled h is furies an d refused
to give cit izen s a voice on  a
recall con stitu t ion al am en d-
m en t – begged to d iffer.

Now h ow will th e rest of us
vote?

Th e real h istory h ere n eeds
to be wh at h appen s n ext. Th e
people of Illin ois are on e year
sh y of a 2010 prim ary elec-
t ion  th at will betray wh at we
h ave, or h aven ’t , learn ed.

If th is state’s cun n in g pols
con vin ce us th at lousy gov-
ern m en t is all about bad gov-
ern ors, th ey’ll skate to easy
re-elect ion s.

If we in stead question  our
own  tribal loyalt ies, to th is
party or th at organ izat ion
an d th eir pet can didates, we
can  stop bein g vict im s of th is
state’s corrupt cu lture.

We can  con duct our own
private im peach m en ts an d
expulsion s.

An d we can  elect better
can didates.

House prosecutor David Ellis
spoke a grave truth  Th ursday
at th e Sen ate trial’s con clusion :
Govern in g, h e said, is n ot a
politician ’s con stitution al
righ t. It is a privilege.

We voters of Illin ois ch ron -
ically h ave been  reckless with
th at privilege. We h ave
em barrassed ourselves an d
our state.

We n eed to do better.
Office by office, can didate by
can didate, we sh all.

Presiden t Obam a fol-
lowed th rough  on  on e
of h is m ost im portan t

cam paign  p ledges Th ursday
by orderin g th e closure of th e
deten tion  facility at
Guan tan am o Bay, Cuba,
with in  a year.

For th e U.S. to con tin ue to
con don e torture or look th e
oth er way un dercuts an y
m oral auth ority th is coun try
h opes to h ave in  th e world.

Or, in  Obam a’s words: “It  is
precisely our ideals th at give
us th e stren gth  an d th e m oral
h igh  groun d to be able to
effect ively deal with  th e
un th in kin g violen ce th at we
see em an atin g from  terrorist
organ izat ion s aroun d th e
world. We in ten d to win  th is
figh t; we’re goin g to win  it
on  our term s.”

It ’s a n eeded rem in der our
sold iers are figh t in g in  dan -
gerous wars on  two fron ts for

m ore th an  security. Th ey are
figh t in g for Am erican  values.

Take it  from  Joh n  McCain ,
a form er prison er of war
wh o, before h e ran  for p resi-
den t , took th e h igh  groun d
about th e “m oral im pera-
t ives” th at  sh ou ld  govern
our con duct  in  war.

Even  in  captivity, McCain
said, h e an d oth er POWs in
Vietn am  “took great stren gth
from  th e belief th at we were
differen t from  our en em ies,
th at we were better th an
th em , th at we, if th e roles
were reversed, would n ot d is-
grace ourselves by com m it-
t in g or approvin g such  m is-
treatm en t of th em .”

Guan tan am o Bay, in  its
system ic den ial of basic
h um an  righ ts, h as been  a 
d isgrace. 

Good riddan ce.
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